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M ayor and Board of Alderm en 
Village of Bienville 
Bienville, Louisiana 

W ILLIAM  D. ED W ARD S 
Certified Public Accountant 

A Professional Accounting Corporation 
M ember: AICPA / Society of LCPA'S 

INDEPEN DENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

I have audited the accom panying genera l purpose financial statements of Village of Bienville, Louisiana, 

as of an d for the year ended June 30, 2003, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose finan cial 
statem ents are the responsibility of Village of Bienville's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an  
opinion on these general purp ose financial statements based on my audit, 

I conducted m y audit in accordan ce with generally accepted auditing standards an d the stan dards applicable 
to financial audits contained in GovernmentalAuditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the 
United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform  the audit to obtain reasonable as surance 
about whether the general purpose finan cial statem ents ar e free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the finan cial statem ents. An 
audit also includes assessing the accoun ting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. [ believe that m y audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In my opinion, the general purpose finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Village of Bienville as of Jun e 30, 2003, and the results of its 
operations and th e cas h flow s of its proprietary fund types for the year  then ended in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government A uditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated September l 8, 2003, 
on m y consideration of the Village of Bienville's internal control over financial reporting and m y tests of 

Ruston, Louisian a 
Septem ber 18, 2003 

206 Reynolds Drive ~ Suite t3 - 2 
Ruston, Louisiana 71270 
310-251-2196 ~ FAX: 318-251-O410 

2013 Antares Drive 
Bastrop, Louisiana 71220 

318-281-3814 ~ FAX: 318-281-3814 



 

Village of Bienville 
Combined Balance Sheets - All Fund Types and Account Groups 

As of June 30. 2003 

ASSETS 
Cash and equivalents 
Accounts receivable 
Prepaid insurance 
Due from other funds 
Restricted cash 
Property and equipm ent, net 

TOTAL A SSETS 

Liabilities and Fund Equity 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable and taxes payable 
Due to other funds 
Custom er deposits 
N otes payable - current 
Notes payable - tong-term  
Total liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Contributed capital - grants 
Retained earnings: 
Contributed capital 
Unreserved 

Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 
Total fund equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY 

General 
Fund 

$191,638 
2,857 
675 

25.454 

$13,520 

13.520 

207,104 
207,104 

General 
Proprietary Fixed Asset 
Fund Type Account 

(W ater) Group 

$42,276 
4,158 

4,440 
41~324 $602~457 

$92,198 $602,457 

$903 
25,454 
4,440 
2,820 
961 

34.578 

300 
57,320 

57.620 

$0 

10,934 
591,523 

Statem ent A 

(Memo) 
Totals 

$233,914 
7,015 
675 

25,454 
4,440 

643.781 

$14A23 
25,454 
4,440 
2,820 
961 

48.098 

10,934 
591,523 

$220,624 $92,198 $602,457 $915,279 

See accompanying auditor's report and notes to the financial statements 



 

V illage of Bienville 
Statem ent of Revenue, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - Governm ental Fund Type 
For the year ended June 30, 2003 

REV EN U ES 
Ad valorem  taxes 
Intergovernm ental: 
State revenue sharing 
Franchise fees 
Beer tax 

Interest incom e 
Other incom e 

TOTA L REV ENU ES 

EX PEN DITU RE S 
General governm ent 

TOTAL EXPEN DITURE S 

EX CESS OF REV EN U ES OVER EXPEN D ITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCE (USE) 
Operating transfer out 

TOTAL OTHER FIN ANCING SOURCE (USE) 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPEN DITURE S 
AND OTHER FIN AN CIN G USE 

Residual Equity Transfer 

FUN D BA LAN CE, BEGINN IN G 

FUN D BALAN CE, ENDIN G 

Statem ent B 

Debt 
General Service 
Fund Fund Total 

$44,629 $44,629 

126 
4,411 
2,269 

75 
590 

52,100 

18,256 
18~256 

33,844 

(7,305) 
(L305) 

126 
4,411 
2,269 

75 
590 

52,100 

18,256 
18,256 

33,844 

(7,305) 
(7,305) 

26,539 0 26,539 

135,323 (135,323) 

45~242 135r323 

0 

180.565 

$207
..... ,104 $0 $207,104 

See accompanying auditor's report and notes to the finan cial statem ents. 



 

Village of Bienville 
Combined Statem ent of Revenue, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balances - Budget and Actual 

GAA P Basis - G eneral Fund 
For the year ended June 30, 2003 

REVEN UES 
In tergovernm ental: 
Ad valorem  taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Franchise fees 
Beer tax 

Interest incom e 
Other incom e 
TOTAL REVENU ES 

EXPENDITURES 
G eneral governm ent: 
Salaries-alderm en & m ayor 
Salaries-clerk 
Offi ee expenditures 
Utilities 

Insurance (risk management) 
Payroll tax 
Legal & accounting 
Repair & m aintenance 

TOTAL EXPEND ITUR ES 

Budget 

$50,000 

1,833 
2,800 
650 

A ctual 

$44,629 
126 

4,411 

2,269 
75 
590 

Statem ent C 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

($5,371) 
126 

2,578 

(531) 
(575) 
590 

55,283 52,100 (3,183) 

1,680 
1,500 
2,710 
6,000 
3,500 
117 

7,750 
50 

23r307 

1,710 
1,500 
2,098 
8,078 
719 

143 
3,627 

381 
18,256 

(30) 
0 

612 

(2,078) 
2,781 

(26) 
4,123 

(331) 
5.051 

EXCESS OF REVENU ES OVER EXPEND ITURES 31,976 33,844 1,868 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCE (USE) 
Operating transfer out 

TOTAL OTHER FIN ANCING (USE) 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPEND ITURE S 
AND OTHER FIN AN CIN G USE 

Residual Equity Tran sfer 

FUND BALANCE, BEGINN ING 

FUN D BALANCE, END IN G 

17500 
1 ~500 

(7,305) 
(7,305) 

33,476 26,539 

45.242 

135,323 

45~242 

(8,805) 
(8,805) 

(6,937) 
135,323 

0 

$78,718 $207,104 $128,386 

See accom pan ying auditor's report an d notes to the finan cial statem ents 



 

V illage of Bienville 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenses, and 

Changes in Retained Earnings - Proprietary Fund 
For the year ended June 30, 2003 

OPERA TIN G REVEN UES 
Fees 

TOTAL OPERA TIN G REVENUES 

OPERA TIN G EXPEN SES 
Salaries and related benefits 
Insurance 
Offi ce Expense 
M aintenance & Repairs 
Utilities 
Accounting 
D epreciation 
M iscellaneous 

TOTA L OPERA TIN G EX PEN SES 

Operating income (loss) 

Nonoperating revenue (expenses) 
Interest incom e 
Operating transfers in 
Interest expense 

TOTAL NONOPERA TIN G REVENUE (EXPENSES) 

NET INCOM E (LOSS) 

RETAIN ED EARN IN GS, BEGINNIN G 

RETAIN ED EARN IN GS, EN DIN G 

See accompanying auditor's report an d notes to the financial statem ents 

Statem ent D 

$16.586 
16,586 

5,630 
1,760 
3,964 
470 

3,351 
3,627 
7,255 

27 
26.084 

(9,498) 

1,107 
7,305 

(255) 
8.157 

(1,341) 

58.961 



 

Village of Bienville 
Statements of Cash Flows - Proprietary Fund Type 

For the Y ear Ended June 30, 2003 

CA SH FLOW S FR OM  OPERA TING ACTIVITIES 

Operating Income (loss) 
Adjustments to Reconcile Operating Income to Net 
Cash Provided by Operating A ctivities: 
Depreciation 
Increase in accounts receivable 
D ecrease in accrued liabilities 

NET CASH PROV ID ED BY OPERA TIN G ACTIV ITIES 

NET CASH PROV ID ED BY FINANCIN G ACTIV ITIES 
Transfers in from  other funds 
Principle reductions 

NET CA SH PROV ID ED BY FINAN CIN G A CTIV ITIES 

CASH FLOW S FROM  IN VESTIN G ACTIV ITIES 
In terest paym ents 
In terest incom e 

NET CASH PROVID ED BY IN VESTIN G ACTIV ITIES 

NET IN CREASE (Decrease) IN  CASH 
CASH AT BEGINN IN G OF YEAR 

CASH A T END OF YEAR  

$7,255 

(849) 

7,305 

(2,800) 

(255) 
1.107 

St~em e~  E 

($9,498) 

4,959 

4,505 

852 

818 

41.458 



INTRO D UCTIO N 

Village of Bienville 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

The V illage of Bienville w as created under the provisions of the Lawrason Act and operates un der a M ayor- 
Board of Alderm an form of governm ent. The V illage provides the following services to its residents: water 
facilities through the utility fund; and general adm inistrative services. 

The accounting and reporting practices of the Village of Bienville conform  to generally accepted accounting 
principles. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board prescribes general accepted accounting 
principles for governm ents. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform  to the requirem ents 
of Louisiana M unicipal Audit and Accoun ting Guide, an d to the industry audit guide, Audits of State and 
Local Govern m ental Units. The Village's accounting an d reporting procedures also conform to the 
requirem ents of Louisiana Revised Statue 24:517 an d to the guides set forth in the "Louisiana M unicipal 
Audit and Accounting G uide". 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A. REPO RTING EN TITY 

As the municipal governing authority, for reporting purposes, the Village of Bienville is considered a 
separate finan cial reporting entity. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary government 
(municipality), (b) organ izations for which the primary government is finan cially accoun table, an d 
(c) other organ izations for which nature an d significance of their relationship with the primary 
govern m ent are such that exclusion w ould cause, the reporting entity's finan cial statem ents to be 
m isleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining which component units should be considered part of the Village of Bienville for financial 
reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting 
entity is finan cial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining 
financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an  organization's governing body, and 

a. 

b 

The ability of the mun icipality to impose its will on that organization an d/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific finan cial benefits to or im pose 
specific financial burdens on the municipality. 

Organizations for which the municipality does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the m unicipality. 



Village of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Organizations for which the reporting entity finan cial statem ents would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of the nature or significan ce of the relationship. 

As required by generally accepted accounting principles, these finan cial statem ents present the Village 

of Bienville (the primary government) only. There are no component units included in the 
accom panying finan cial statem ents. 

Considered in the determ ination of com ponent units of the reporting entity were the Bienville Parish 
Police Jur y, Sheriff, Clerk of Court, A ssessor, an d School Board an d the D istrict Attorney an d Judges 
for Bienville Parish. It was determ ined that these governm ental entities ar e not com ponent units of the 
Village of Bienville reporting entity because they have separately elected governing bodies, are legally 
separate, and are fiscally independent of the Village of Bienville. 

B. FUND A CC O UNTING 

The m unicipality uses funds and account groups to report on its finan cial position an d th e results & its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid finan cial 
m an agement by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balan cing set of accounts. On th e oth er hand, an  
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because th ey do not directly affect net expendable available 
finan cial resour ces. 

Funds of the m un icipality ar e classified into two categories: governm ental and proprietary. In turn , each 
category  is divided into separate fun d types. The fired classifications an d a description of each existing 
ftmd type follow : 

G overnm ental Funds 
Governm ental funds ar e used to accoun t for all or m ost of th e m unicipality's general activities, 
including the collection and disbur sem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, th e acquisition or 
construction of general fixed assets, an d the servicing of general long-term  debt. Governm ental 
funds include: 

2 

General Fund - The general operating fund of the village and accounts for all 
financial resources, except th ose required to be accounted for in other funds. 

Debt serv ice fund - accounts for tran sactions relating to resources retained an d used 
for the paym ent of principal an d interest on those long term  general obligations 
recorded in the general long-term  debt accoun t group. 



Village of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Proprietary Funds 
Proprietary funds are used to account for activities sim ilar to those found in the private sector, where 
the determ ination of net incom e is necessary or useful to sound financial adm inistration. Proprietary 
funds differ from  govern m ental funds in that th eir focus is on incom e m easurement, which, together 
w ith the m aintenance of equity, is an im portant financial indicator. Proprietary  funds include: 

Enterprise funds - account for operations (a) where the intent of the governing body is that 
the costs (expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or services to the general 
public on a continuing basis be finan ced or recovered primarily through user charges; or (b) 
where the govern ing body has decided that periodic determ ination of revenues earned, 
expenses incurred an d/or net incom e is appropriate for capital m aintenan ce, public policy, 
m an agem ent control, accountability or oth er purp oses. 

C. BA SIS O F A CCO UNTIN G 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fu nd is determ ined by its m easurem ent 
focus. All govern m ental fu nds are accounted for using a current finan cial resour ces m easur em ent focus. 
W ith this m easur em ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balan ce sheet. Operating statem ents of these funds present increases mad decreases in net current assets. 
The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental funds. The governm ental funds 
use the following practices in recording revenues an d expenditures: 

]~evenues 
Revenues ar e recognized when they becom e m easur able and available as net current as sets. 
Taxpayer-assessed income, gross receipts, an d gales taxes are considered "m eas urable" when in the 
hands of collecting governm ents an d are recognized as revenue at that tim e. Anticipated refunds of 
such taxes are recorded as liabilities an d reductions of revenue when they are m easur able an d their 
validity seem s certain. 

Expenditures 
Expenditures are generally recognized un der the modified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred. As exception to this general rule is principle and interest on long 
term debt is recognized when due. 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (an d an y other financing source/use) are 
accounted for as other finan cing sources (uses). 

All proprietary funds are accounted for on a flow of econom ic resources m easurem ent focus and a 
determ ination of net income an d capital m aintenan ce. W ith this m easur em ent focus, all assets an d all 
liabilities associated with the operation of these funds are included on the balance sheet. The proprietary 
funds use the accru al basis of accounting. Revenues ar e recognized when earned, an d expenses are 
recognized at the tim e liabilities are incurred. 



V illage of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

D. BUDG ETS 

The primary govern ment municipality uses the following budget practices 

The Village adopted a budget for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2003 for the General fund. The village 
follows the following procedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the financial statem ents. 
During the June m eeting, the m ayor subm itted to the boar d ofalderrnen a proposed operating budget for 
the fiscal year comm encing the following July 1. The operating budget includes proposed expenditures 
and expenses an d the m eans of finan cing them . During th e June m eeting, the budget was legally enacted 
through passage of an  ordinan ce. The public is invited to attend all m eetings. The m ayor is authorized 
to transfer budgeted am ounts betw een departm ents within any fun d; however, any revisions that alter 
the total expenditures or expenses of an y fund m ust be approved by the board of alderm en. 
Appropriations lapse at the end of the year . There w as one am endm ent to the original budget. 

E. CASH AND EQUIVALENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bear ing dem and deposits, an d tim e deposits. Cash 
equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits an d those investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days 
or less. Under state law, th e m unicipality m ay deposit funds in deman d depo sits, interest-bear ing 
dem and deposits, or tim e deposits with state banks organized under Louisian a law or an y other state of 
the United States, or trader the law s of the United States. 

Under state law, the mun icipality may invest in United States bonds, treasury  notes, or certificates. 
These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original 
m aturities are 90 days or less, th ey are classified as cash equivalents. 

F. INTERFUN D R ECEIVABLES/PAY A BLES 

During the course of operations, num erous transactions occur betw een individual funds for goods 
provided or services rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as due from other funds 
or due to other funds on the balance sheet. Short-term  interfund loan s are classified as  interfimd 
receivables/payables. 

G . RESTRICTED ASSETS 

Certain proceeds of enterprise fund revenue bonds, as well as certain resources set aside for th eir 
repaym ent, are classified as restricted as sets on the balan ce sheet because their use is lim ited by 
applicable bond covenan ts. Also the proprietary  funds have custom er deposits th at are classified as 
restricted assets on th e balance sheet. 



Village of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

H . FIX ED ASSETS 

Fixed assets of the governm ental funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or 

constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. 
Public dom ain or infrastructures are not capitalized. Interest costs incurred dur ing construction are 
capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. A ll fixed assets ar e valued at 
historical costs or estim ated costs if historical cost is not available. 

Fixed assets used in the proprietary ftmd operations ar e included on the balan ce sheet. Depreciation of 
all exhaustible fixed assets used by the proprietary funds is charged as  an expense against operations. 
Accum ulated depreciation is reported on proprietary fund balance sheets. Depreciation is computed 

using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives with respect to major classes ofdepreciable 
assets as follow s: 

Utility system  an d im provem ents 
Equipm ent 

I. CO M PENSA TED A BSENCES 

33-50 year s 
3-10 years 

Accum ulated vacation, sick pay, and other em ployee benefits an d pensions ar e not m aterial an d ar e 
therefore not accrued. 

J. FUND EQUITY 

Contributed Capital 
Contributed capital is recorded in proprietary funds that have received capital gran ts or contributions 
from developers, custom ers, or oth er funds when such resources are restricted for the acquisition or 
constru ction of capital assets. Contributed capital is not am ortized based on the depreciation 
recognized on that portion of the assets acquired or constructed from such resources. 

R eserves 
Reserves represent th ose portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditur e or legally 
segregated for a specific future use. 

K . IN TER FUN D TRA N SA CTIO N S 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues, expenditures, or expenses. Tran sactions that 
constitute reim bursem ents to a fu nd for expenditures/expenses initially m ade from it th at are properly 
applicable to an other fund ar e recorded as expenditures/expenses in the reim bur sing fund and as 
reductions of expenditur es/expenses in the fund th at is reimbursed. 



V illage of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

A ll other interfund transactions, except quasi-extern al transactions an d reim bursem ents, are reported as 
tran sfers. Nonrecurring or nonroutine perm anent transfers of equity are reported as residual equity 
tran sfers. A ll other interfund transfers of the prim ary governm ent are reported as operating transfers. 

L. TO TA L CO LUM N S O N C O M BINED STATEM EN TS 

Total colum ns on the com bined statem ents are captioned "M em orandum O nly" to indicate that they ar e 
presented only to facilitate finan cial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, 
results of operations, or changes in financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

2. LEVIED TAXES 

The following is a summ ary of authorized and levied ad valorem  taxes for the year: 

Authorized Levied Expiration 
M illage M illage Date 

14.44 14.44 6/30/03 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the mun icipality (amounts expressed in thousan ds) 

Taxoaver 
Bear  Creek 
E1 Paso Productions 
Hunt Petroleum  
Bellsouth Telecom m unications 
Texas Eastern Products Pipeline 
La. M inerals, LTD 
Caterpillar  Finan cial Service 
LA -1 Joint Venture 
Gulf South Pipeline 
Raeford Farm s ofLA, LLC 

Total 

Percentage of 
Assessed Total Assessed 
Value V aluation 
$3O,743 
2,864 
1,055 
1,054 
600 
444 
382 
321 
275 
243 

68.89%  
6.42%  
2.36%  
2.36%  
1.35%  
0.99%  
0.85%  
0.72%  
0.62%  
0.54%  

$37,982 85.10% 



V illage of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

3. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 2003, the Village has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $238,353 as follows 

Dem an d deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

$2O6,376 
31.977 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or resulting 
bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insuran ce m ust at all tim es 
equal th e am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial ban k that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

At June 30, 2003, the Village has $239,168 in deposits (collected bank balan ces). These deposits are 
secured from risk by $146,826 of federal deposit insur an ce an d $92,342 of pledged securities held by the 
custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank. (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of 
GASB Statem ent No. 3, Louisian a Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the cus todial 
bank to advertise an d sell th e pledged secur ities within 10 days of being notified that the fiscal agent has 
failed to pay deposited funds upon dem an d. 

4. RECEIVA BLES 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of receivables for June 30, 2003 

A ccounts Receivable: 
U ser Fees 
Franchise Taxes 
A d Valorem  

Due From  Other Governm ental Units 
Beer Tax 

Total 

General Proprietary 
Fund Fund Total 

$645 
1,160 

$4,158 $4,158 
645 

1,160 

1,052 1,052 

$2,857 $4,158 $7,015 

13 



Village of BienviIle, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

5. FIX ED A SSETS 

A summary of the changes in fixed assets is shown below: 

Land 
Furn iture &  equipm ent 
Fire Distdct Improvem ents 
Vehicle 

Total 

Balance 
6/30/02 Additions D eletions 

$2,000 
7,934 

591,523 
1.000 

$602,457
. 

$
._ _ _ _ ~0 $0 

A sum m ary of proprietary property, plant, and equipm ent follows 

Land 
W ater W ell & System 
Equipm ent 
Prope rty and equipment 
Less accum ulated depreciation 

Property and equipm ent, net 

Balan ce 
6/30/02 

$300 
120,951 
15~449 
136,700 

Balance 
6/30/03 

$2,000 
7,934 

591,523 
1,000 

~6Q2,457 

Balan ce 
Additions Deletions 6/30/93 

0 

(7,255) 
0 

$300 
120,951 
15,449 
136,700 

.. (95,377) 

6. LO NG -TERM  DEBT - PRO PRIETARY FUND TYPE 

The followingisasumm aryoflongterm obligation~an saetionsforthe Village fortheyearendedJune30
, 2003: 

Note Payable, June 30, 2002 
Principal paym ents 

Note Payable, June 30, 2003 

$6,581 

$3,781 
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Village of Bienville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

7. INTERFUN D A SSETS/LIABILITIES 

A summ ary of due from/to other funds follows 

General Fund 
W ater Fund 

Total 

A sum m ary of interfund transfers follows 

General Fund 
W ater Fund 

Total 

Due 
From  

$0 
25.454 

Due 
To 

$25,454 
0 

Transfers 
In 

$0 
7,305 

Transfers 
Out 

$7,305 
0 
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SUPPLEM ENTARY IN FORM ATION 



 

Village of Bienville 
Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 
For the year ended June 30, 2003 

CO M PENSATIO N PAID BO A RD M EM BER S 

Schedule 1 

The schedule of com pensation paid to board m em bers is presented in com pliance w ith House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana Legislature. 

M r. Boston, M ayor 
M r. W ysinger 
M s. Kirkham  
M s. Bruce 
M r. Calloway 

Total 

$600 
360 
180 
360 
210 

$1,710 



W ILLIAM  D . ED W AR D S 
Certified Public Accountant 

A Professional Accounting Corporation 

Member: AICPA / Society of LCPA'S 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
O VER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM I~D IN ACCORDANCE 

W ITH GOVERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

M ayor and Board of Alderm en 
Village of Bienville 
Bienville, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Village of Bienville, as of an d for the year 
ended June 30, 2003, and have issued m y report th ereon dated Septem ber 18, 2003. I conducted m y audit 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the stan dards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about whether Village of Bienville's general purpose finan cial 
statements are free of material misstatement, I perform ed tests of its complian ce with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts an d gran ts, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct an d m aterial effect 
on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an  opinion on com plian ce with  

those provisions was not an  objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The 
results of m y tests disclosed three instan ces of noncom plian ce that is required to be  reported under 
Government Auditing Standards which is described in the accom pan ying schedule of findings an d 
questioned costs as item s 03-2, 03-4, an d 03-5. 

nternal Control Over Financial Renortin~ 

In planning and performing my audit, I considered Village of 13ienville's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine my auditing procedures for the purp ose of expressing m y opinion on the 
general purpose finan cial statements an d not to provide assurance on the intern al control over finan cial 
repo rting. However, I noted tw o m atters involving the internal control over finan cial reporting an d its 
operation that I consider to be a repo rtable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to m y 
attention relating to significan t deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial 

reporting that, in my judgment, could adversely affect Village of Bienville's ability to record, process, 
summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose 
financial statem ents. The reportable conditionsare described in the accompanying schedule of findings an d 

questioned costs as item s 03-1 and 03-3. 

206 P, eynokts Drive ~ Suite G - 2 
Ruston, Louisiana 71270 
318-251-2196 ~ FAX: 318-251-0410 

2013 Antares, Drive 
Bastrop, Louisian'~q 1220 

318-281-38t4 ~ FAX : 318-281-3814 



Because of a lim ited num ber of available personnel, it is not possible to adequately segregate certain 
incom patible duties so that no one employee has access to both physical assets and the related accounting 
records or to all phases of a transaction. Consequently, the possibility exists that unintentional or intentional 
errors or irregularities could exist and not be promptly detected. 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in am ounts that would be 
m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur an d not be detected 
w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. M y 
consideration of th e intern al control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in 
the intern al control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. However, I believe none of the 
reportable conditions described is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Village, the Legislative Auditor, an d any interested federal 
and state agencies an d is not intended to be an d should not be used by an yone other than these specified 
parties. 

Ruston, Loui slana 
Septem ber 18, 2003 



 

Village of Bienville 
Sum m ary of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

Schedule 2 

A. INTERNAL CONTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE M ATERIAL TO TH E FINANCIAL 
STA TEM ENTS 

02-1. D uring m y test of receipts for the W ater Fund, I determ ined that the m onthly bills were calculated 
incorrectly, according to the ordinance that was adopted for the water usage rates. The effect of this 
m iscalculation is increased user fees. 

Recom mendation: I recomm end the town clerk calculate bills according to the approved rates. 

Conclusion: Unresolved, see 03-1 

02-2. For the year ended Jun e 30, 2002 actual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures by m ore th an  
5%  for the Debt service fund. According to LRS 39:1310, falling to am end the budget when 
necessary is a violation of the local governm ent budget act. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end that the Village an alyze interim budget and actual com parisons an d 
am end the budget as needed. 

Conclusion: Unresolved, see 03-4 

B. INTERNA L CON TRO L AN D CO M PLIA NCE M A TER IAL TO FED ERA L AW ARD S 

N one 

C. M ANAG EM ENT LETTER 

N one 
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Village of Bienville 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

Schedule 3 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of V illage of Bienville as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2003, and have issued m y report thereon dated Septem ber 18, 2003. I conducted m y audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing stan dar ds an d the stan dards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. M y 
audit of the general purpose financial statem ents as of Jun e 30, 2003 resulted in an  unqualified opinion. 

A . Sum m ary of Audit R esults 

1. Report on Internal Control an d Com pliance M aterial to the Finan cial Statem ents 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

__  Yes __  N o Reportable X Yes 
__  No 

Com pliance 
Com plian ce M aterial to Finan cial Statem ents X Yes 

__  No 

2. Federal A wards 

Intern al Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

__  Yes X  N o Reportable 
__  Yes X N o 

Type of Opinion On Com pliance Unqualified 
__  

For Major Programs Disclaimer __  
Qualified __  
Adverse 

Are their findings required to be reported in accordan ce w ith  Circular  A -133, Section .510(a)? 
__  Yes X N o 

3. Identification of M ajor Programs 

CFDA Number(s) 

N /A 

Name of Federal Program (or Cluster) 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B Programs: $ 300,000 

Is the audited a "low-risk" audited, as defined by OM B Circular A -133? 
__  Yes X N o 
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B. Financial Statem ents Findings 

03-1. During the test of receipts for the W ater Fund, I determ ined that the m onthly bills were calculated 
incorrectly, according to the ordinance that was adopted for the water usage rates. The effect of this 
m iscalculation is increased user fees. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end the town clerk calculate bills according to the approved rates. 

Response: The m ayor will consult w ith the outside accountant to change the m ethod of calculating 
the water bill as soon as possible. 

03-2. Finding: During the test of receipts for the Proprietary Fund, it was  noted that the town clerk has not 
paid her water bill. This is in violation of Article VII, Section 14 of the LA Constitution of 1974 
since the nonpaym ent of the water bill constitutes a loan. The effect of this loan is the loss of 
operating revenue. The cause of this situation is the lack of com pliance w ith the Village's cut off  
procedures. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end the Village com ply w ith their Proprietary Fund policies and 
procedures. 

Response: The Village will follow their policies and procedures 

03-3. During m y test of cash, I determ ined that the m ayor an d alderm en did not approve the closing of debt 
fund depository accoun ts. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end the m ayor and aldenrlen approve any opening an d closing of 
depository  accounts. 

Response: The m ayor an d alderm en will approve all opening an d closing of depository accoun ts 

03-4. For the year ended June 30, 2003 budgeted revenues an d actual expenditur es exceeded actual 
revenues an d budgeted expenditures by m ore th an  5%  for the general fund. According to LRS 
39:1310, failing to am end the budget when necessary is a violation of th e local governm ent budget 
act. 

Recom m endation: I recom m end that the Village an alyze interim budget an d actual comparisons an d 
am end the budget as needed. 

Response: The village received extra m onies in error an d am ended its budget according to this 
excess. The village will analyze budget an d actual com par isons in m ore detail in the futur e. 



03-5. The V illage closed their debt service depository accounts into a general fund non-interest bearing 
checking account. Failure to invest excess cash does not com ply with revised statute 33:2955. The 
effect of this noncom pliance is that the Village is not m axim izing their earnings potential. 

Recomm endation: I recom m end that the Village put excess cash into interest bearing accounts 

Response: The village concurs and will act upon this recom m endation im m ediately 

C. Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs 

N one 



V ILLA G E O F BIEN V ILLE 
P.O . Box 207 

Bienville, LA 71008 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

Village of Bienville hereby subm its the follow ing corrective action plan as referenced in th e Findings and 

Questioned Costs: 

03-1. See the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs - Section B 

03-2. See the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs - Section B 

03-3. See the Schedule of Findings an d Questioned Costs - Section B 

03-4. See the Schedule of Findings an d Questioned Costs - Section B 

03-5. See the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs - Section B 

24 


